IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please add claims 37-62 as set forth below. 




(Original) A system comprising: 

a first agent configured to generate a first signal, wherein said first signal is 

indicative, in a first state, that said first agent is available to participate in 
subsequent transactions, and wherein said first signal is indicative, in a 
second state, pat said first agent is unavailable to participate in subsequent 
transactions; And 

a second agent coupleM to receive said first signal, wherein said second agent is 
configured to initiate a first transaction for which said first agent is a 
participant responsive to said first signal being in said first state, and 
wherein said second agent is configured to initiate a second transaction for 
which said first agent is a non-participant responsive to said first signal 
being in said second state. 



2. (Original) The system as recitid in claim 1 wherein said second agent is configured to 
inhibit initiating said first transaction if said first signal is in said second state. 

3. (Original) The system as recited in claim 2 wherein said first agent is said participant 
in said first transaction if said first agent is targeted by said first transaction. 

4. (Original) The system as recited in claim 2 wherein said first agent is said participant 
in said first transaction if said first agen\ includes an internal cache to be snooped in 
response to said first transaction. 



5. (Original) The system as recited in claflm 2 wherein said first agent is said participant 
in said first transaction if said first agent iaa cache and said first transaction is cacheable. 
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6. (Original) The system as recited in cl; 
inhibit initiating said first transaction by 
first transaction is to be transmitted. 

7. (Original) The system as recited in claiAn 2 wherein said second agent is configured to 
inhibit initiating said first transaction by transmitting an invalid command if said second 
agent wins an arbitration for a bus on whicA said first transaction is to be transmitted. 

8. (Original) The system as recited in claim! 1 wherein said first agent comprises a queue 
configured to store transactions until the transactions are acted upon by said first agent, 
and wherein said first agent is configured to generate said first signal responsive to a 
number of free entries of said queue. 1 

9. (Original) The system as recited in claim 8 ^herein said first agent is configured to 
generate said first signal in said second state responsive to 1 or fewer entries being free. 

10. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1 Anther comprising a third agent 
configured to generate a second signal indicative! in a first state, that said third agent is 
available to participate in subsequent transactions! and indicative, in a second state, that 
said third agent is unavailable to participate in subsequent transactions, and wherein said 
second agent is coupled to receive said second sigAal, and wherein said third agent is a 
non-participant in said second transaction, and wherein said second agent is configured to 
initiate said second transaction even if said second Signal is in said second state. 

11. (Original) The system as recited in claim 10 wherein said second agent is configured 
to inhibit initiating a third transaction in which said tftird agent is a participant if said 
second signal is in said second state. \ 

12. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1 further Comprising a third agent, wherein 
said first agent is configured to assert said first signal in said second state if said first 
agent is unavailable to participate in subsequent transactions, and wherein said third 
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^im 2 wherein said second agent is configured to 
preventing arbitration for a bus on which said 



agent is configured to assert said first signal in skid second state if said third agent is 
unavailable to participate in additional transactions. 

13. (Original) The system as recited in clainyl2 wherein said first signal is indicative of 
whether or not a memory transaction is to bf issued, and wherein said second transaction 
is an input/output transaction. 

14. (Original) The system as recited in clfaim 12 wherein said first signal is indicative of 
whether or not an input/output transacticjn is to be issued, and wherein said second 
transaction is a memory transaction. 

15. (Original) The system as recited ijh claim 1 further comprising a third agent, and 
wherein said first agent is configured to generate a second signal indicative, in a first 
state, that said first agent is available to participate in subsequent transactions and 
indicative, in a second state, that said first agent is available to participate in subsequent 
translations, and wherein said third agent is coupled to receive said second signal, and 
wherein said third agent is configured to initiate a third transaction in which said first 
agent is a non-participant even if said second signal is in said second state. 

16. (Original) The system as retfited in claim 15 wherein said first agent is configured to 
generate said first signal in saicy first state and to concurrently generate said second signal 
in said second state. 



17. (Original) The system as/recited in claim 1 wherein said first transaction includes an 
address, and wherein said sefcond agent is configured to determine if said first agent is a 
participant in said first transaction by decoding at least a portion of said address. 

18. (Original) An agent co uprising: 

a first storage location configured to store a transaction to be initiated by said 
agent; and 
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a circuit coupled to said first storage location and coupled to receive a first signal 
indicative of whether or not a second agent is available to participate in 
transactions, and wherei/i said circuit is configured to selectively inhibit 
initiation of said transaction if said first signal indicates that said second 
agent is unavailable to participate in transactions, dependent on whether or 
not said second agent is a participant in said transaction. 

19. (Original) The agent as recited ift claim 18 wherein said circuit is configured to 
inhibit initiating said transaction if &iid second agent is a participant in said transaction. 

20. (Original) The agent as recited/in claim 19 wherein said circuit is configured to 
inhibit arbitration for a bus to initiate said transaction responsive to said first signal 
indicating that said second agent is unavailable to participate in transactions if said 
second agent is said participant in said transaction. 

21. (Original) The agent as recited in claim 19 wherein said circuit is configured to 
perform an invalid command on/a bus if said agent wins an arbitration for said bus to 
initiate said transaction, responsive to said first signal indicating that said second agent is 
unavailable to participate in transactions and said second agent is a participant in said 
transaction. 



22. (Original) The agent as recited in claim 19 wherein said circuit is configured to 
determine that said second agent is said participant in said transaction by decoding at 
least a portion of an address of said transaction. 



23. (Original) The agent as recited in claim 18 wherein said circuit is configured to 
initiate said transaction if said second agent is a non-participant in said transaction. 



24. (Original) The agent as 
determine that said second 



recited in claim 23 wherein said circuit is configured to 
igent is a non-participant in said transaction by decoding at 
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least a portion of an address of said transaction. 

25. (Original) The agent as recited in clatin 18 further comprising a queue including said 
first storage location, wherein said queues configured to store a plurality of transactions 
to be initiated by said agent. 

26. (Original) The agent as recited in <Aaim 18 wherein said circuit is coupled to receive 
a second signal indicative of whether <br not a third agent is available to participate in 
transactions, and wherein said circuit as configured to selectively inhibit initiation of said 
transaction if said second signal indicates that said third agent is unavailable to 
participate in transactions, dependent on whether or not said third agent is a participant in 
said transaction. 

27. (Original) A method comprising: 

receiving a first signal indicative of whether or not a first agent is available to 
participate in subsequent transactions; and 

selectively inhibiting initiation of a transaction if said first signal indicates that 
said first agent is unable to participate in subsequent transactions, 
dependent on whether or not said first agent is a participant in said 
transaction. 



28. (Original) The method as Recited in claim 27 wherein said selectively inhibiting 
comprises: 



inhibiting initiation oi 
transaction; an 



said transaction if said first agent is a participant in said 



initiating said transaction if said first agent is a non-participant in said transaction. 
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29. (Original) The method as recited in claim 28 further c< unprising determining if said 



first agent is said participant in said transaction by decodii 
transaction. 



g an address of said 



30. (Original) The method as recited in claim 28 whetfein said first agent is said 
participant in said transaction if said first agent is targeted by said transaction. 

31. (Original) The method as recited in claim 28 Jherein said first agent is said 
participant in said transaction if said first agent includes an internal cache to be snooped 
in response to said transaction. 

32. (Original) The method as recited in claim is wherein said first agent is said 
participant in said transaction if said first ageyt is a cache and said transaction is 
cacheable. 

33. (Original) The method as recited in cl^im 28 wherein said inhibiting comprises 
inhibiting arbitration for a bus on which said transaction is to be initiated. 

34. (Original) The method as recited in Maim 28 wherein said inhibiting comprises 
transmitting an invalid command on a bus on which said transaction is to be initiated if an 
arbitration for said bus is won by a second agent to initiate said transaction. 

35. (Original) The method as recitedfin claim 27 further comprising: 

receiving a second signal indicative of whether or not a second agent is available 
to participate in subsequent transactions; and 



selectively inhibiting initiation of said transaction if said second signal indicates 
that said second agent is unavailable to participate in transactions, . 
dependent on whether or not said second agent is a participant in said 



transaction. 
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36. (Original) The method as recited in claim 35 wjaerein said selectively inhibiting 
comprises: 

inhibiting initiation of said transaction i^ said second agent is a participant in said 
transaction; and 

initiating said transaction if said seg&nd agent is a non-participant in said 
transaction. 

37. (New) A carrier medium comprising a database which is operated upon by a program 
executable on a computer system, the program operating on the database to perform a 
portion of a process to fabricate an integrated circuit including circuitry described by the 
database, the circuitry described inyihe database including a system comprising: 

a first agent configured to generate a first signal, wherein said first signal is 

indicative, in a first state, that said first agent is available to participate in 
subsequent transactions, and wherein said first signal is indicative, in a 
second state, mat said first agent is unavailable to participate in subsequent 
transactions ;/and 

a second agent coupled to receive said first signal, wherein said second agent is 
configured to initiate a first transaction for which said first agent is a 
participant responsive to said first signal being in said first state, and 
wherein said second agent is configured to initiate a second transaction for 
which Said first agent is a non-participant responsive to said first signal 
being in said second state. 



38. (New) The canjfer medium as recited in claim 37 wherein said second agent is 
configured to inhibty initiating said first transaction if said first signal is in said second 
state. 



39. (New) The carrier medium as recitedJin claim 38 wherein said first agent is said 
participant in said first transaction if said/first agent is targeted by said first transaction. 

40. (New) The carrier medium as recite/d in claim 38 wherein said first agent is said 
participant in said first transaction if said first agent includes an internal cache to be 
snooped in response to said first transaction. 

41. (New) The carrier medium as recfited in claim 38 wherein said first agent is said 
participant in said first transaction if/said first agent is a cache and said first transaction is 
cacheable. 

42. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 38 wherein said second agent is 
configured to inhibit initiating said first transaction by preventing arbitration for a bus on 
which said first transaction is to be transmitted. 

43. (New) The carrier medium is recited in claim 38 wherein said second agent is 
configured to inhibit initiating skid first transaction by transmitting an invalid command 
if said second agent wins an arbitration for a bus on which said first transaction is to be 
transmitted. 

44. (New) The carrier mediuin as recited in claim 37 wherein said first agent comprises a 
queue configured to store transactions until the transactions are acted upon by said first 
agent, and wherein said first/ agent is configured to generate said first signal responsive to 
a number of free entries of said queue. 



45. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 44 wherein said first agent is 
configured to generate sai£ first signal in said second state responsive to 1 or fewer 
entries being free. 

46. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 37 wherein the system further 



comprises a third agent configured to generate a second signal indicative, in a first state, 
that said third agent is available to participate in subsequent transactions, and indicative, 
in a second state, that said third agenyis unavailable to participate in subsequent 
transactions, and wherein said second agent is coupled to receive said second signal, and 
wherein said third agent is a non-pmicipant in said second transaction, and wherein said 
second agent is configured to initiate said second transaction even if said second signal is 
in said second state. 

47. (New) The carrier medium ^s recited in claim 46 wherein said second agent is 
configured to inhibit initiating a/third transaction in which said third agent is a participant 
if said second signal is in said second state. 

48. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 37 wherein the system further 
comprises a third agent, wherdin said first agent is configured to assert said first signal in 
said second state if said first agent is unavailable to participate in subsequent transactions, 
and wherein said third agent is configured to assert said first signal in said second state if 
said third agent is unavailable to participate in additional transactions. 

49. (New) The carrier medifum as recited in claim 48 wherein said first signal is 
indicative of whether or nor a memory transaction is to be issued, and wherein said 
second transaction is an input/output transaction. 

50. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 48 wherein said first signal is 
indicative of whether or pot an input/output transaction is to be issued, and wherein said 
second transaction is a memory transaction. 



51. (New) The carrier nedi urn as recited in claim 37 wherein the system further 
comprises a third agent and wherein said first agent is configured to generate a second 
signal indicative, in a first state, that said first agent is available to participate in 
subsequent transactions and indicative, in a second state, that said first agent is available 
to participate in subsec uent translations, and wherein said third agent is coupled to 
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receive said second signal, and wherein said third agent is configured to initiate a third 
transaction in which said first agent is a non-participant even if said second signal is in 
said second state. 

52. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim/51 wherein said first agent is 
configured to generate said first signal in said firs|t state and to concurrently generate said 
second signal in said second state. 

53. (New) The carrier medium as recited in cmim 37 wherein said first transaction 
includes an address, and wherein said second agent is configured to determine if said first 
agent is a participant in said first transactionpy decoding at least a portion of said 
address. 

54. (New) A carrier medium comprising k database which is operated upon by a program 
executable on a computer system, the program operating on the database to perform a 
portion of a process to fabricate an integrated circuit including circuitry described by the 
database, the circuitry described in the database including an agent comprising: 

a first storage location configured to store a transaction to be initiated by said 
agent; and 

a circuit coupled to said fir^t storage location and coupled to receive a first signal 
indicative of whether or not a second agent is available to participate in 
transactions, and wherein said circuit is configured to selectively inhibit 
initiation of said transaction if said first signal indicates that said second 
agent is unavailable to participate in transactions, dependent on whether or 
not said second agent is a participant in said transaction. 



55. (New) The carrier mediurrt as recited in claim 54 wherein said circuit is configured to 
inhibit initiating said transaction if said second agent is a participant in said transaction. 
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56. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 55 whereiiY\said circuit is configured to 
inhibit arbitration for a bus to initiate said transaction responsive to said first signal 
indicating that said second agent is unavailable to participle in transactions if said 
second agent is said participant in said transaction. 

57. (New) The carrier medium as recited in claim 55 ^herein said circuit is configured to 
perform an invalid command on a bus if said agent w/ns an arbitration for said bus to 
initiate said transaction, responsive to said first signal indicating that said second agent is 
unavailable to participate in transactions and said second agent is a participant in said 
transaction. 

58. (New) The carrier medium as recited in cla/m 55 wherein said circuit is configured to 
determine that said second agent is said participant in said transaction by decoding at 
least a portion of an address of said transactic 

59. (New) The carrier medium as recited irj claim 54 wherein said circuit is configured to 
initiate said transaction if said second agent is a non-participant in said transaction. 

60. (New) The carrier medium as recitea in claim 59 wherein said circuit is configured to 
determine that said second agent is a non-participant in said transaction by decoding at 
least a portion of an address of said transaction. 

61. (New) The carrier medium as rerfited in claim 54 wherein said agent further 
comprises a queue including said firist storage location, wherein said queue is configured 
to store a plurality of transactions \p be initiated by said agent. 



62. (New) The carrier medium afs recited in claim 54 wherein said circuit is coupled to 
receive a second signal indicative of whether or not a third agent is available to 
participate in transactions, and/wherein said circuit is configured to selectively inhibit 
initiation of said transaction if said second signal indicates that said third agent is 
unavailable to participate in transactions, dependent on whether or not said third agent is 
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a participant in saicLtfansaction. 



